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1827, and after various agreements with local sultans in
subsequent years, it was finally declared a British Protec-
torate in 1884, being first administered as a dependency of
India through Aden, transferred to the charge of the Foreign
Office in 1898, and to that of the Colonial Office in 1905.
Somaliland has a turbulent history. The Somalis are of
Arab stock and nomadic habits, deriving their wealth mainly
from cattle, sheep and goats, from the export of hides and
skins, gum and resin and other products. The tribes are
now peaceful and friendly, but there was formerly a strong
fanatical element of dervishes who gathered under the
banner of the "Mad" Mullah and /or many years resisted
successive expeditions sent against them, up to and during
the first world war, until finally their strength was broken
with the flight of the Mullah into Abyssinia and his death
there in 1921. The friendly tribes who had sought British
protection were glad to be relieved from the persecution of
the dervishes, and the land settled down to peace and
orderly progress, which was only disturbed by the temporary
Italian occupation of 1940.
The Protectorate has an area of about 68,000 square
miles. The climate is very hot, especially on the coast,
though more bracing on the inland plateau, but there is
little rain. The capital is Berbera, which has the only good
harbour, and other towns are Zeilah and Hargeisa, the
population of all fluctuating according to the season. Trans-
port is chiefly by camel, though motor roads and transport
are making headway. The defence of the country is mainly
entrusted to the famous Somaliland Camel Corps, organized
and led by British officers.
The administration was at first under a Commissioner,
but is now under a Governor. Most of the trade, as stated,
is with Aden. The future of the territory is dependent upon
the permanent settlement of this part of Africa, including